CHAPTER IV
CHAUCEE'S CHARACTEE-DEAWING

LIKE every other young poet Chaucer had
to learn his trade, and in nothing is the
development of his genius more clearly to be
traced than in his treatment of character.
The Book of the Duchesse gives us a sort
of map of the character of the good fair
White: in his choice of qualities and
method of expression Chaucer shows both
observation and originality, but the plan of
the poem precludes anything in the nature
of dramatic self-revelation, and the whole
description of Blanche is from the outside.
The Parlement of Foules and the Horn of
Fame afford little scope for character-draw-
ing* and though something more might be
expected of the Legend of Good Women, as
we have seen, the moral purpose, which in-
spires It leads to perfunctory and undramatic
treatment of the legends.

Qae only of Chaucer's earlier podhis shows
the   true  bent  of  his  genius.    Tfie  rough
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